
A G R I C U L T U R E : C U L T I V A T I O N A N D L I V E S T O C K 

The ten maps relating to cu l t iva t ion account f o r 95 ""o o f the to ta l surface g rowing area (w hich 
had shrunk f r o m 1 661 000 hectares to 1 383 000 hectares between 1959 and 1986); the other six 
sheets cover 91'^a o f the livestock t o t a l in 1986. 

The facts used f o r these maps came f r o m the agr icu l tu ra l censuses o f 15th M a y 1959 and 
1986 and relate to al l commerc ia l enterprises. Compared w i t h the First A t l a s o f Belgium (sheets 
30 and 32) exclusions have been made o f rye, oats and various plants f o r fodder and indus t r ia l 
use, as a result o f the decline in interest in these plants. C u l t i v a t i o n o f maize has been added 
and cattle classif icat ions have been re-arranged. The statistical uni t consists o f 589 
communes . The many commune amalgamations o f 1965, 1971 and 1977 made it necessary to 
recalculate the data f o r 1959 based on the present state o f communes . 

Despite the small scale o f the maps, dual i n f o r m a t i o n on each map was opted f o r : the actual 
state o f a f f a i r s and its evo lu t i on . 

The present state is shown by circles whose surface area is direct ly p r o p o r t i o n a l to the number 
o f hectares or to the number o f animals , save f o r low values, represented by a s tandard 
circle. Because o f the difference in magnitude between the sixteen date-sets it has not been possible 
to use the same factors f o r calcula t ing the radi i o f the circles. 

The evo lu t ion 1959-1986 has been calculated f r o m the appropr ia te data-sets (surface area 
or number o f animals in relation to the total area) f o r each commune and is shown by colours.- For 
the d e l i m i t a t i o n o f classes the index 100 has been used f o r a l l maps as a l i m i t between a relative 
increase (red t ints) or decrease (blue t in t s ) . The other class l imi t s have been f ixed separately and 
d i f f e r e n t l y f o r each map . The lowest class values are therefore o f t e n almost or complete ly 
absent. Th is may be explained by the fact that many communes ha\e very low values and a 
very weak evo lu t i on . 

The m a j o r areas o f W H E A T (181 000 hectares in 1986, 198 000 hectares in 1959) are situated 
i n the Polders, i n the l i m o n region and in the C o n d r o z where soils are f avourab le and the b ig 
land holdings are the most f avourab le fac tors , guaranteeing the persistence and even the 
development o f this cu l t iva t ion . The Polders o f the area between Sambre and Meuse have shown 
the highest relative development . 

The cu l t i va t i on o f B A R L E Y (128 000 hectares in 1986, 109 000 hectares in 1959) displays 
f a i r l y equal d i s t r i b u t i o n even though this is at a lower level in the provinces o f A n t w e r p and 
L i r a b o u r g and in the Ardenne . The more impor t an t developments are to be f o u n d in Hesbaye 
where its c u l t i v a t i o n has always been considerable and i n Campine where it is more recent. In 
the Ardenne and to the west o f the Escaut (Scheldt) there has been an i m p o r t a n t d i m i n u t i o n o f 
the area o f c u l t i v a t i o n . 

The area o f S U G A R B E E T (113 000 hectares in 1986, 64 000 hectares in 1959) part ly comprises 
the same regions as that f o r wheat as it requires s imi lar condi t ions o f soil qua l i ty and adapta t ion 
to the same structures o f exp lo i t a t i on . The area has almost doubled in seventeen years. The 
t r ad i t iona l sugar beet regions have displayed an evolu t ion below the nat ional average. The most 
impor t an t developments have taken place on the fr inges (the sandy- l imon region, the C o n d r o z . . . ) 
and it f o l l o w s f r o m this that the area in M i d d l e Be lg ium in one block has increased. 

The c u h i v a t i o n o f P O T A T O E S (40 000 hectares in 1986, 71 000 hectares in 1959) was 
concentrated in 1959 in the south east o f West Flanders, in ne ighbour ing arrondissements o f East 
Flanders and in H a i n a u t : it has now also an extension i n to the arrondissement o f Ypres and in 
the l i m o n region . Al toge ther the na t iona l level o f c u l t i v a t i o n has f a l l en to t w o th i rds . O n l y 
the arrondissement o f Ypres and the l i m o n region have shown a g r o w t h . Even the f o r m e r 
c u l t i v a t i o n areas show at present a decrease even i f it is to lesser extent than the non- t r ad i t i ona l 
areas. 

Cu l t iva t ion o f O P E N A I R F R U I T (11 000 hectares in 1986, 37 000 hectares in 1959) has always 
had a pr ivi leged status in Sa in t -T rond and environs, and the evo lu t ion here is greater than the 
na t iona l average. W h a t is impressive is a certain movement i n to the valley o f the Lys . Whi l s t 
in W a l l o n i a this c u l t i v a t i o n is prac t ica l ly missing today apart f r o m o rcha rd remnants in the Pays 
de H e r v é . 

In the case o f O P E N A I R M A R K E T G A R D E N I N G (31 000 hectares in 1986, 11 000 hectares 
i n 1959) the highest concent ra t ion is t o be f o u n d i n the centre o f West Flanders. A second region 
o f concent ra t ion is that o f Mal ines . The relative impor tance o f open air market gardening has 
more than t r ip l ed since 1959. The greatest developments are to be f o u n d in the centre o f West 
Flanders where a concentric d i f f u s i o n can be discerned. The Malines region has k n o w n a g r o w t h 
that is below the na t iona l average; on the other hand , a zone o f m i n o r impor tance is in course 
o f development to the south o f the W a l l o o n indus t r ia l axis. 

W i t h regard to C U L T I V A T I O N U N D E R G L A S S (1 800 hectares in 1986, 1 200 hectares 
in 1959) we can distinguish f o u r impor tan t regions. Aside f r o m the t rad i t iona l zones - the market 
gardening region o f Mal ines and that o f f l o r i c u l t u r e at Ghent which have bo th shown i m p o r t a n t 
g r o w t h - t w o other zones have come to l igh t , the region o f Roulers-Tiel t (vegetables) and that 
o f Hoogs t ra ten (strawberries, tomatoes) . The relative increase is i m p o r t a n t here (marked by a 
fac to r o f ten) but the area is st i l l rather l i m i t e d . 

G R E E N F O D D E R C R O P S (134 000 hectares in 1986, 45 000 hectares in 1959) have gained 
much impor tance by the g r o w t h in the cu l t i va t i on o f maize (128 000 hectares) to the detr iment 
o f F O D D E R R O O T C R O P S (14 000 hectares in 1986, 54 000 hectares in 1959); the latter st i l l 
r emain most i m p o r t a n t i n the areas where they had always been cu l t iva ted before i.e. i n West 
Flanders and East Flanders. I n the Flemish part o f the coun t ry , the relative impor tance o f green 
fodder is greater than the na t iona l average, especially in sandy Flanders and in Campine where 
cattle have shown a great extension. In Wal lon ia the increase has been generally below the nat ional 
average, in the higher parts o f the Ardenne there is even a decline or a to t a l absence. 

The area o f G R A S S L A N D (661 000 hectares in 1986, 800 000 hectares in 1959) is concentrated 
in the n o r t h o f the sandy- l imon region in Flanders and in W a l l o n i a to the south o f the 
C o n d r o z . W i t h regard to relative development , their impor tance remains almost constant at the 
na t iona l level. The sandy areas o f the t w o Flanders regions and the Ardenne show the strongest 
g r o w t h . 

The super impos i t ion o f the three preceding maps coincides w i t h the map o f C A T T L E 
(3 060 000 in 1986, 2 643 000 in 1959). The strongest concent ra t ion o f cattle is to be f o u n d to 
the west o f the Escaut (Scheldt), in the nor thern A n t w e r p and L i m b o u r g Campine and in W a l l o n i a 
in the Fanienne and the Ardenne area where g r o w t h is highest. In \ \ estern Flanders and Eastern 
Flanders this augmenta t ion equates w i t h that o f the g r o w t h in pasture area and also that o f green 
fodder , and in W a l l o o n cattle zones relate t o the extension o f grazing. I n the l i m o n regions, 
the T o u r n a i area j o in s up w i t h the Flemish concent ra t ion . 

Inside the cattle sector M L L K C O W S and B R E E D I N G C O W S (1 144 000 in 1986-, 1 012 000 
in 1959) show s imi lar concentrat ions to that o f cattle in general. The most marked g r o w t h is 
to be f o u n d in the Ardenne (especially o f breeding cows), to lesser extent in the Campine and 
to the west o f a l ine f r o m Zelzate to T o u r n a i . 

The PIGS sector (5 585 000 in 1986, 1 427 000 in 1959) shows three concentrations : the sandy 
western Flanders, the n o r t h o f the A n t w e r p and L i m b o u r g Campine . As f a r as development 
is concerned, the f i rs t o f these is by fa r the most i m p o r t a n t . These three concentrat ions ha\e 
also shown the strongest g r o w t h . I n the sub-section o f B R E E D I N G S O W S (664 000 in 1986, 
195 000 in 1959) the same spatial schema is to be f o u n d w i t h respect to absolute numbers , but 
in Western Flanders the g r o w t h is lower than that in N o r t h e r n Campine . 

The C H I C K E N S sector is dominated almost entirely by laying hens and fattened chickens. In 
the L A Y I N G H E N S sector (6 933 000 in 1986, 6 166 000 in 1959) three nuclei can be distinguished: 
the oldest o f these, situated at the f r o n t i e r o f the t w o Flemish areas, shows on ly a slight g r o w t h , 
it is the nor th o f the A n t w e r p Campine and the nor th o f L i m b o u r e which have shown the strongest 
g r o w t h in the last decade The F A T T E N E D C H I C K E N S sector''(10 612 000 in 1986, 2 067 000 
in 1959) present a more widespread p ic ture . The T u r n h o u t region has k n o w n the strongest 
concent ra t ion whils t the south o f Western and Eastern Flanders do not remain negligible. I n 
these regions the g r o w t h has been greater than the na t ional average. Elsewhere, e \ o l u t i o n is 
ins ignif icant and is connected w i t h a variety o f factors such as the establishment o f large indust r ia l 
act ivi t ies . 

The maps make it possible t o ob ta in a picture o f the evolu t ion in the extent o f cu l t iva t ion . I n 
the sandy and sandy- l imon regions in the Flemish part o f the coun t ry , cattle breeding and fodder 
p r o d u c t i o n which are interconnected and also the pigs and chickens sectors show considerable 
relative g r o w t h . I n the midd le o f al l this are to be f o u n d intensive cu l t i va t i on o f vegetables, 
f r u i t , and glasshouse cu l t i va t i on w h i c h , depending on local cond i t ions , have evolved more or less 
strongly; by contrast, f a r m i n g on a large scale has shown a strong regression. Large scale f a r m i n g 
has kept its surface area and g r o w t h most i m p o r t a n t l y on the good soils o f the l i m o n region and 
o f Condroz where it has also better adapted to f a r m structures. T o the south and east o f Condroz , 
cattle breeding continues to predominate even i f it is less intensive than in Flanders. Factors 
such as soil qua l i ty , c l imat ic cond i t ions , distances, market possibilities and the size o f holdings 
have con t r ibu ted to regional specializations. 


